Open letter to Mark Scott from USyd staff
and students — do not allow Israeli
Defense Force members to justify
genocide on our campus

Drear Prafessor Scatt,

#us students and staff at the University of Sydney, we write urgently 10 express our
rave cancerns with respect 1o an upcoming event being held on campus an
Wednesday &pril 2. The arganisations *Stand with Us dustralia” and ‘lsracHS" have
announced an event called “Shared Stories - Interfaith Yoioes for a Cohesive
Future”. The event immalves & panel disoussion and a virtusal reality experience of
Octaber 7th. To this event at the university, Stand with Us is bringing three
speakers who have worked in the Israel Defense Forces, induding one whi is
mated a5 having Fought in the Gaza envelope on Cotaber 7"

We are hoerified that this event is being held on campus. In 2024, the Inemational
Court of Justice found that Israel's condwct in Gaca s plausibly genocidal. UN
Special Rapparteurs and & UN Special Commission of nguiry have snce found
that lzrael iz engaged in genooidal sct=, and human rghts NGDs including
Armnesty iInbemational beve concluded that |sraed is indesd committing genocide n
Gaza, n 024, the international Crirmmal Court sswed armest warrants for sraels
Prime Minister Bergamin Metanyahu and former Defence Minister Yoy Gallant for
war crimes and crimes against bumanity cammitied in Gaza. i is shodking that
persarmed fram a miltary that establshed legal and buman rights rganisatons
cantend is currerntly cammitting genocide should be imdted amo campus =1 the
Unneersity of Sydney.

We fear that this event will be used to generate suppon for the isael Defense
Fances and its genocidal campaign in Gaza. “5tand with Us” produces materials
{labelled Tact sheets) that wse the language of ‘sthics” to sanitise actions_af the
1DF and reject all allegations of war crimes and wse of dispropontionate force. Its
materials dismiss the weight of apmion in the human rghts community, arguing
that “influential WGOs have unfortunately sucoumbed 1o prejudics”. An
organisation that exists 1o ramse suppart for a foreign military that stands widely
accused of genocide has no place on a university campus. 115 pressnce entails
significant risks of “direct and public inciement o commit genocide,” which is
punishable under the United Nations Genocide Conmvention. The wniversity has a
legal ohligation to ensure that such genocidal inciterment does not take place an its
CATIUS.

1t is particularly galling that an evem hosted by organisations that glorify this
military campaign and that immbees military personned who partcipated in it could
b justified a= & contribution 1o campus 'diversity” or "social cohesion”. Marry staff
and studerts, and particularly Palestingan, Arab and buslim staff and students, e
deeply distressed by |smels military campaign in Gaza, which has now killed mans
tham 50,000 peaple in Gara ksrael has uniateally ended the o fire in Zaza, and
is canducting daily massaces of civilians while blocking the entry of all aid,
engaging in the war crime of starving civilans. Our univensity has many staff and
students with farmilies in Lebanan and Syria, who have also been affected by
|sraels illegal mowsions inta these counbies, which have resulted n mass
casualties, and destruction of property and livelihoods.

T b cless; our oppasition 1o this event is nat a rejection of academic freedam o
freedom of spesch. We defend the academic and imelsctual freedom of University
of Sydney stafl members and we welcome members of civil society amo campus
to particpate in apen debate. This freedom does not extend to external grougs
working with a fareign military to provide propaganda in support of an active
genocide. This is particularly true when those same groups have campaigned 1
restrict the academic freedom of aritics of Ismels genocide, and 1o suppress
student dissent. They shauld hald their svent somewhere el

We also note that, while the event s billed as an “interfaith” event 1o foster socl
cohesian, the arganisation hosting it has held events that deny the ecistence of
Palestinians and has produced a comic book that depicts supporters of the
Palestinian-led Baycott, Divestment and Sanctions campaign as venamous snakes
im the colour of the Palestinian flag. e note that depicting targeted groups as
VETIn ar venomaws creatures is & welkdocomented 1ool used by genocidal
regimes. The *Stand with Us™ websie also depicts those who have spoken out
against karsels devastation m Gara as nnning “campaigns af hate®.

This event is clearly at odds with the values of respect, nor-harassment and
antiracem that the University of Sydney claims to espouse. B is clear that this
event is designed ta glorfy & foreign millitary and delegitimise thase who speak aut
against its war crimes and crimes against humaniy. Allowing this event 10 procsed
umndermines the campus safety o which the University of Sydney claims to be
cammitied. It must nat procesd.

We write io ask that you act swiftly to cancel the StandWithlls event and to
disallow any event that brings IDF soldiers to campus, oelebrates those acoused
of war crimes, or gives a platform far militani=m.

Sincerely,



