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FOREIGN AFFAIRS, DEFENCE AND TRADE LEGISLATION COMMITTEE 

The work that she's doing includes helping the task force with developing policy work in relation to regulatory 
and legislative requirements, and also financial arrangements, including cost-sharing arrangements with our 
international partners. That's an ongoing piece of work, and Ms Campbell has been involved in that. She has also 
been helping with some of the workforce planning and transition issues, and some broader governance 
arrangements. 

Senator LAMBIE:  Does she have any qualifications in nuclear power herself? 

Mr Moriarty:  Ms Campbell is a very experienced and senior public servant. She has brought some very 
strong skills to that role. 

Senator LAMBIE:  Which strong skills has she brought to that role? 

Mr Moriarty:  Senator, as a former secretary of a department and as a former deputy secretary of the 
Department of Finance, she has a wealth of experience in terms of budgeting. She has skills in relation to standing 
up organisations. She has a fine understanding of broader governance arrangements across the Commonwealth, 
including how one would seek to establish agencies. She has had previous experience in running large 
organisations and she is contributing that knowledge to the work of the submarine task force. 

Senator LAMBIE:  And who appointed Ms Campbell? 

Mr Moriarty:  I appointed Ms Campbell to the portfolio. 

Senator LAMBIE:  Through what selection process? 

Mr Moriarty:  Ms Campbell was engaged under section 22 of the Australian Public Service Commissioner's 
Directions 2016, which is now section 27 of the Australian Public Service Commissioner's Directions. She was 
engaged as a non-ongoing SES officer, but her role has always been envisaged as an advisory role to the AUKUS 
program. Under the Public Service Act 1999, the secretary may assign an approved classification to a position. In 
this case, I appointed Ms Campbell to the department as a band 3 officer, but she is known as the Senior Adviser 
AUKUS and she continues to work for the task force, which is led by Vice Admiral Mead. 

Senator LAMBIE:  You said that she was appointed on 1 July—is that correct? 

Mr Moriarty:  That's correct. 

Senator LAMBIE:  And her job description was only generated eight days prior to that—is that correct? Eight 
days from job creation to appointment—that's amazing! Wow, I wish I could pick up a million-dollar job just like 
that, Mr Moriarty! Is that right? That it took eight days? No selection process, and eight days from job creation to 
appointment? Let me put it to you this way: you created a job for Ms Campbell herself? 

Mr Moriarty:  Senator— 

Senator LAMBIE:  Who else was aware that you were creating this job? Who else? 

Mr Moriarty:  I discussed it with the Secretary of the Department of the Prime Minister and Cabinet, who 
raised with me the prospect that Ms Campbell may be available for deployment in the Public Service. He 
confided in me that she was likely to be removed from the position of Secretary of the Department of Foreign 
Affairs and Trade. Earlier, I had raised with the secretary of Prime Minister and Cabinet the fact that, in my view, 
we needed to reinforce the submarine task force. There was a lot of very complex high-level work to be done by 
that task force. In fact, in the very early days of his tenure as the secretary of the Department of the Prime 
Minister and Cabinet, I raised with Secretary Glyn Davis the fact that I was anticipating some large challenges 
with the submarine task force. He subsequently contacted me on 14 June to establish whether there might be a 
role for Ms Campbell, given that she was likely to be moving or transferred from her position as the secretary of 
the Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade. He asked me to think about whether there was an appropriate 
role— 

Senator LAMBIE:  Who asked you to think about that role? 

Mr Moriarty:  The secretary of the Department of the Prime Minister and Cabinet, Professor Glyn Davis, 
mentioned to me that Ms Campbell was likely to move from her role with the Department of Foreign Affairs and 
Trade. I then responded to Professor Davis that I believed there was a role for her in the Defence portfolio in the 
nuclear-powered submarine task force. 

Senator LAMBIE:  Minister, I've seen enough suicides of veterans and I expect, as you would know, of Ms 
Campbell's role in robodebt, so I have to ask about the standards here and who would possibly employ her after 
the allegations that were chucked at her during that period. Why is she still sitting in this house, basically on a 
million bucks a year, while I've got people out there that have taken their lives or are living their lives in turmoil 
from Robodebt. It's nearly like she was rewarded. This has come from the Department of the Prime Minister and 
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Rees, Emma

From: Davis, Glyn
Sent: Thursday, 16 June 2022 2:02 PM
To: Woolcott, Peter
Subject: RE: Private and Confidential [SEC=OFFICIAL:Sensitive]

Categories: Secretaries

OFFICIAL: Sensitive 
OFFICIAL: Sensitive 
OFFICIAL: Sensitive 

Peter, 

 

Appreciate you working with Greg and Kathryn through to a landing – these sound an entirely workable set of 
arrangements. 

Regards, 

Glyn 

From: Woolcott, Peter <Peter.Woolcott@apsc.gov.au>  
Sent: Thursday, 16 June 2022 12:17 PM 

To: Davis, Glyn <Glyn.Davis@pmc.gov.au> 
Subject: Re: Private and Confidential [SEC=OFFICIAL:Sensitive] 

Glyn 

Also spoken to Greg Moriarty and Katherine Campbell. We are moving forward on that and it is very manageable. 
We will need to work with AGS. I have suggested to them both that once Catherine is terminated she is immediately 
placed on a three year non on‐going contract with Defence. She will then take LWOP for a month or two while the 

job is worked up, noting that it would really come into its own once the decision on the provider was made. 
Katherine  would also sign a document on termination waiving her rights to any termination payment. Her salary 

would be set by correspondence between Greg and myself, but could be expected to match her current salary. They 
will give thought to her title, but she will basically be a highly paid Band 3.  

Regards 

rexpatrick

rexpatrick

rexpatrick

rexpatrick

rexpatrick

rexpatrick

rexpatrick

rexpatrick



2

 
Peter  

 
Sent from my iPhone 

 

On 16 Jun 2022, at 11:59 am, Davis, Glyn <Glyn.Davis@pmc.gov.au> wrote: 

Regards, 
  

Glyn 
  

Professor Glyn Davis AC 
Secretary,  

Department of the Prime Minister and Cabinet 
e. glyn.davis@pmc.gov.au | w. www.pmc.gov.au    

  
One National Circuit Barton ACT 2600 | PO Box 6500 CANBERRA ACT AUSTRALIA 2600 

  The Department acknowledges and pays respect to the past, present and emerging Elders and 
Traditional Custodians of Country, and the continuation of cultural, spiritual and educational practices of 
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples. 
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